《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Joel》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-20
Joel 1:1. Joel, the son of Pethuel. Nothing can be gathered from antiquity of this prophet, but what appears from his writings. His father was either a prophet or a man of note, as may be presumed from the beginning of Amos. The Hebrew canon makes Joel contemporary with Isaiah and Hosea. He lived near the time of a sore famine. Compare Joel 1:4, with 2 Kings 8:1, and Jeremiah 14:1-4, The latter famine must be alluded to, if there were not one in the interval. He is supposed to have lived under the long reign of Manasseh, and to have exercised his office for sixty three years. He lived after Jehoshaphat, for he mentions his valley: Joel 3:12. His labours were chiefly directed to Judah and Zion, whom he twice directs to blow the trumpet of humiliation. He nowhere makes mention of the kings of Israel; hence he probably lived when they were in captivity, or much weakened. His style is figurative, expressive, and strong.

Joel 1:4. The palmer-worm, I once saw this insect. It was found in Mr. Freeman’s garden in Worth, nearly the size of my forefinger. It had twenty streaks of bright yellow shaded with brown, a little inclined from the back towards the posterior. When I came to make a scientific description, alas, it had gone the way of all flesh.

The locust. See a description of these insects in Exodus 10:4. They are called a nation: Joel 1:6. A great drought favoured the progress of these insects: Joel 1:17.

Joel 1:6. A nation is come up upon my land. Joel foretold the desolations of the locust, and speaks of the scourge as already come. Elisha did the same. 2 Kings 8.

REFLECTIONS.
When a nation is secure, rioting in pleasure, and forgetful of God, a dark and portentous cloud is sure soon to gather against them; and the Lord is pleased so to diversify his gentler judgments as to do the afflicted good. He would not now dry up the heavens for three years, as in Elijah’s time; neither would he suffer the Assyrians nor the Ammonites to defile his sanctuary. The Lord gave a droughty season so as to favour an astonishing encrease of grasshoppers, which depredated the pastures; after the grasshoppers came nations of devouring and consuming locusts, which made the gardens, the vineyards, and the fields a complete desolation. And what could Israel do against the scourge? The well appointed army, the numerous cavalry, and the fortified places, were of no avail. They devoured the gardens, they scaled the walls, they forced the palaces. A whole nation employed in trampling on the foe, apparently neither diminished his number, nor retarded his progress. And if the locusts, the feeblest auxiliary of heaven, be so terrible to the earth, what can the wicked oppose to the thunderbolts of vengeance? Truly the smallest insect is able to humble the proudest enemy of the Lord. Why then should a mortal man boast against his Maker’s power?

We have the lamentation of the land because of the insects. The drunkard had no wine in his vaults, no smiling cups in his feast, and no joy at his protracted meals. The vine at midsummer had neither leaf nor cluster. The bride or betrothed woman, was girded with sackcloth in her father’s house, because her husband came not to receive her in marriage. He languished with famine, he was dead, or gone to eat bread with hardship in another land. The priests, the ministers of the Lord, mourned also. Neither corn, nor wine, nor oil, nor victim came to the house of the Lord. The husbandmen were amazed and confounded. Their promising crops of wheat and barley were consumed in the moment of hope; yea, all joy was withered from every class of men.

One calamity is seldom alone. The pastures in the desert were set on fire, as is not uncommon in a very droughty season, either by the lightning, or by the carelessness of the shepherds in managing their fires. Perhaps this was done to annoy the insects by the smoke; nor is there any way, under such circumstances, to stop the progress of the fire, but by digging a deep and broad ditch. Thus the cattle joined the people in mourning and complaint.

We have the remedy. Appoint a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly, gather the elders, and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the Lord. It is proper under such complicated visitations for a nation to be recollected; to draw a close line of connection between their punishments and their sins; to implore a pardon, and the restoration of covenant mercies. The Lord is merciful and gracious. He often saved Israel from perishing by miracles; he gave them water from the rock, and bread from heaven. Once he affrighted the Assyrians when besieging Samaria, and once he slew them when investing Jerusalem. When adversity urges piercing cries, when the tears of repentance flow, and when prayer besieges heaven by its own arguments, Omnipotence is vanquished by worms; and the angry heavens dropping their sable clouds, smile with lovingkindness on offending man. May the considerations of God’s justice and mercy awe us from dissipation, from riot, and waste; and restrain us from all sin by the ties of fear and love. The passions of guilty nations need the restraints of a powerful hand, with a due mixture of encouraging hope. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-32
Joel 2:1. Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, to convoke a solemn assembly for fasting and humiliation. Numbers 10:2-3.

Joel 2:2. A day of darkness, nigrum esse. The army of locusts obscured the light while flying through the air. More than twenty travellers are agreed on this subject. An army of locusts sometimes is a mile, and sometimes ten miles broad in the air. In a moral view, darkness implies the greatest of national disasters.

Joel 2:3. A fire devoureth before them. The inhabitants in their feeble way make fires to stop their progress, and fires behind them to annoy them by the smoke, and force them to depart. Ditches also are dug that they may fall into them and perish. The fields of corn, wherever these insects alight, are devoured in a few hours: they eat the blade and the ear, leaving only the stalk. The pastures, after the devastation, have the appearance of being burnt. The foliage of the tree is wholly destroyed, and the tree itself is so very much weakened that it cannot bear fruit till the second year after the spoliage. Sir Hans Sloane’s Nat. Hist, of Jamaica: vol. 1:29.

Joel 2:5. Like the noise of chariots shall they leap. The French Encyclopædia, on the article locust, affirms that they can leap two hundred times the length of their own bodies. But there are various kinds of locusts. Those described in Exodus 10., are large; but those which visited Languedoc in 1686, the year after the persecution of the protestants commenced, were about an inch long, and of a greyish colour.

Joel 2:11. His camp is very great. I have followed the majority of critics in applying the above to the plague of the locusts; but I ought to apprize the reader, that though some translators understand it of the Assyrian, or of the Babylonian invasion, yet the locusts are here described because of the mode of their destruction: Joel 2:20-21; Joel 2:25. God promises to restore the product of the years which the various insects had eaten.

Joel 2:23. The latter rain in the first month. It should read, “the latter rain as aforetime.” The first month was exactly the time of the barley harvest. The English version has copied the error from Piscator. See Deuteronomy 11:14. 

Joel 2:28. Afterwards, or in the last days, I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh. The prophets mostly poured comfort into the wounds of their hearers. There is no period of jewish history to which this prophecy can be applied, but to the day of Pentecost, and to the Spirit given to gentiles, as well as to the jews. Acts 10:44.

Joel 2:30. I will shew wonders in the heavens. These signs were foretold by our Saviour, and are mentioned by Josephus. A fiery meteor was long seen over Jerusalem before its fall.

Joel 2:32. There shall be deliverance. The followers of Christ, having been forewarned of their danger, were delivered by flight, at the time Jerusalem was destroyed. Matthew 24:15-20.

REFLECTIONS.
In this and the former chapter we have a fine specimen of Hebrew poetry, employed on a most serious occasion. Nothing can exceed it in sublimity and beauty. It traces the calamity and aims at the salvation of the country, by exciting all classes of men to recollection and repentance. Hence the subject is resumed, and probably as Joel delivered it by the divine Spirit at different times. The first was a charge to the fathers to instruct posterity in the judgments of the Lord; the second was an exhortation to the rulers to convoke a solemn assembly, and humble themselves before Him who chastises offending man by weight and measure.

Fasting and prayer are highly expedient, while God is denying food to man and beast. When all classes of men, properly impressed with the visitations of heaven, do humble themselves, notwithstanding many defects in their devotion, it is a fruit of an inward change; it gives evidence of their not being that hardened and obstinate people against whom the vengeance was denounced, but tender, contrite and suppliant. Hence a whole nation became claimants for a reverse of the sentence.

The gracious characters of God are highly encouraging to repentance. He is gracious and merciful; he pardons iniquity, and receives the penitent into favour and confidence. In dealing with his frail creatures, he prefers the glory of grace to the glory of justice. His slowness to anger, and the partial manner in which he punishes sin, fully demonstrate his readiness to pardon, and to seek our reformation by the exterior strokes of wrath. Hence Joel exhorts them to repent without delay, that the Lord might drive away the noxious insects before they had devoured the whole, and while there was yet a meat-offering and a drink-offering in corners of the land.

When the righteous pray for crumbs, the Lord will give them harvests. He will be jealous for the honour and happiness of the land. He will send corn, and wine, and oil; yea he will restore all arrears of waste made by the locusts. He will rejoice both man and beast with an overflowing portion of covenant mercies.

The Lord makes the temporal prosperity of Israel a uniform type of the spiritual and eternal prosperity of his people. When he sends the former and the latter rain to make the floor overflow with wheat, and the vat with wine, he promises to pour out his Spirit on all flesh, both jew and gentile; to multiply visions and dreams of divine things to the aged and the young.

He promises to raise up a new order of ministers in the church, not of the priests and levites, but of servants and handmaidens. He promises to fill the church with grace and gifts to prophesy and preach; yea, and that it should be an age of devotion, in which whosoever called on the name of the Lord should be saved. This began to be accomplished on the day of pentecost, and shall continue to the glory of the latter day. God has made no covenant with any order of priests to be his ministers exclusively; it is ignorance and pride which prompt men to claim this honour. The christian ministry is a ministry of the Spirit; and he who would silence those who pray and preach in the Spirit, must show his authority before he can command our assent. Besides, the christian ministry in the primitive days did most extensively employ women to help and instruct their own sex. Many of them were ordained deaconesses, and carried the sacred elements from the communion table to their sick sisters; the ministers of that age not having access to women, as was the custom, and which still prevails in many places of the east.

A time of great mercy is also a time of severe judgments, when the season is misimproved. Blood, fire and smoke, with the darkening of the jewish sunshine of national prosperity, are denounced against that infidel age. This passage is expressly applied by our Saviour, and by St. Peter, to the destruction of Jerusalem. Matthew 24:29-30. Acts 2:19-20. The omens and prodigies, with the particulars of the siege, as related by Josephus, are a full comment on the passage. And while the jews were punished with a most bloody carnage, there was deliverance for the christian remnant whom the Lord had called by his grace. What a luminous prophecy, and what a striking confirmation of the truth of christianity! Let us wait for the residue of the Spirit. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-21
Joel 3:1. Behold, in those days, in the days of the Messiah, as stated from the twenty eighth verse of the preseding chapter. Of course all references in our elder critics, to Cambyses, and to Judas Maccabeus, are superseded at a single view.

Cambyses, son of Cyrus, conquered Egypt by a ruse du guerre. He sent his soldiers against their fortified cities with what was deemed a sacred beast under their hand, against which the Egyptians durst not fight. He sent spies also with presents to the king of Ethiopia. The king replied, I know your designs. He then took his huge bow; and bending it in their presence, said, “Tell your master that I advise him not to make war on Ethiopia, till his Persians can bend this bow as I do.” The Elamites were always famed for archery. Jeremiah 49:25.

Cambyses piqued at this defiance, rashly marched his army into the deserts of Numidia, without guides and without provisions. When famine came, the soldiers first ate their beasts, and then cast lots on every tenth man, to be killed and eaten, to save the lives of the other nine. The Persians of course fought one against another, and only a small proportion of that great army returned to Egypt.

But worse still: Cambyses sent fifty thousand of his men to plunder the rich temple of Jupiter Ammon, built among the oases of Libya, west of Egypt. A hurricane came against them, and they were all buried alive in the rolling sands, and not a man returned to relate the disaster. Probably the temple itself is buried in the mountains of sands.—Vide Suidas. Our Addison, who had travelled in Egypt, fully admits the terrors of the sablonous tempests.

Lo, where our wide Numidian wastes extend, Sudden the impetuous hurricanes descend; Which through the air in circling eddies play, Tear up the sands, and sweep whole plains away. The helpless traveller with wild surprise, Sees the dry desert all around him rise, And smothered in the dusty whirlwind dies.
Why then do our Arian critics bring forward this case of Cambyses to illustrate this luminous prophecy of Joel? In their efforts to banish the name of Messiah from the old testament, they must be driven to as great extremity of argument, as Cambyses was for provisions for his army. Why do they disagree in argument? A batch of felons put to the bar to hang one another.

The embarrassment of criticism lies in its adherence to Hebrew theology, which brings all the world to their Jerusalem, “in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem above is free, and is the mother of us all.”

Galatians 4:25-26. Poole, in his Synopsis of the critics, says on Isaiah 60., that our Saviour applied those glorious prophecies to the new- testament church; that St. Paul had always done the same, as in Hebrews 12.; and that St. John had, on this principle, illustrated and adorned his description of the church of God. Revelation 21. He cites the ancient Hebrew book, Berashith Rabba, on Genesis 15:17; Genesis 25:6, which, in unison with the targums, expounds those promises of the glorious state of the church in the days of the Messiah.

Joel 3:2. I will also gather all nations—into the valley of Jehoshaphat. It is said that the house of the Lord should be established on the tops of the mountains, and exalted above the hills, and that nations shall flow to it. Into that valley, through which the streams of the Gihon flowed on the south of Jerusalem, the Lord once gathered all the nations which composed Sennacherib’s army, and slew them in one night. So now, in the end of the ages of oppression, Christ shall fight against all the nations that fight against his church, and they shall perish from the earth by the burning of his wrath. See what is said on Ezekiel 39. Zechariah 14. Revelation 19.

From our Saviour’s words, Matthew 24:27; Matthew 24:30, that the sign of the Son of man should be seen in the clouds of heaven, shining as lightning from the east to the west, by whose coming the evidences of revelation would be renewed, and the enemies of his church destroyed, some have inferred a visible appearance of the Son of God. For this hope they associate the words of St. Peter, that the heavens must contain the Saviour till the times of the restitution of all things. Acts 3:21.

Joel 3:3; Joel 3:8. They have cast lots for my people. In these verses the Lord expresses his abhorrence of slavery, and his determination to retaliate.

Joel 3:10. Beat your plowshares into swords. These are words of contempt and defiance, to the last enemies of the church. Virgil uses a similar phrase. —
Non ullus aratro Dignus honos, squalent abductis arva colonis, Et curvæ rigidum falces constantur in ensem.
Dishonoured lies the plow; the banished swains Are hurried from the uncultivated plains; The sickles into barbarous swords are beat. Georg. 1. 3:506.—WARTON.
Joel 3:12. Let the heathen—come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, the judge of the Lord. We need not here play on the king’s name; that is not intended; but many of the heathen may perish there, as will be the case in all the rebellious nations. After the men of that age shall, with all learned arguments and malice of heart, have rejected righteousness and life; what can they expect but death? Other wars have been against men; this is against the Lord, and this shall be a victory once for all.

Joel 3:13. Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. This text is cited in Revelation 14:17, and applied to the excision of antichrist. Lemmon, in his dictionary of technical words, gives the etymon of harvest as a herb- feast; not indeed unlike St. John’s words, in which the angel calls all the fowls to the supper of the great God. Revelation 19:17.

Joel 3:14. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision, The superlative degree of the Hebrews is formed by repetition. This is the day of decision in which the wicked shall be consumed, both root and branch. Such is the current language of all the prophets. Isaiah 60:12. Zechariah 14:12.

Joel 3:21. I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed. I will wash and heal all the old ulcers of my church and people. Then shall millennial glory, peace, and affluence fill the earth.

REFLECTIONS.
There are certain sins which shall not be purged with sacrifice; such as the infants slain by the Egyptians, the sick and weak cut off by Amalek, and the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. Those are crimes recorded for vengeance in heaven, and the arm of the Lord shall pursue the oppressive power of antichrist with unrelenting fury. And who may abide the day of his coming?

The long promised, and long-expected year of his redeemed shall come at last. The deliverer shall come to Zion, and in all the opening glory of the latter day. Therefore, like earthly belligerents, who send the bows and arrows of defiance to their foes, the Lord here bids a final defiance to the enemies of his church. Prepare war, muster your mighty men, clear the fields of swains, send to your allies, bring down the mountaineers to battle against the Lord of hosts. He shall roar out of Zion, and all his enemies shall faint with fear. Their sun and moon shall be darkened; and as nations, names and powers, they shall exist no more.

Then the earth shall be peopled with a regenerate race, then the mountains shall drop down with new wine, and all the hills shall melt; a harvest joy shall fill the whole earth. Venom shall not kill, nor the wild beasts destroy. Wars shall cease to the ends of the earth, universal benevolence shall take place of envy and strife, and every man shall love his brother. There shall then be what a prophet has foretold—days of heaven upon earth. 

